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David De Renzy Channer, photographer, cameraman, film director and peace worker: born Quetta, India 18 December 1925; married 1956
Kirstin Rasmussen (one son); died London 15 September 2006.

The photographer and film-maker David Channer devoted his life to making films about reconciliation and forgiveness. His sensitive approach
enabled him to get alongside people who would not normally have allowed their stories to be told.

His company, FLTfilms, derived s initials from one of Channer's most enduring films, For the Love of Tomorrow (1986), about the life of the French
Resistance leader and post-wa arliamentary deputy Irène Laure. She had "willed the total destruction of Germany" because of her son's suffering
at the hands of the Gestapo, bu ent on to work for Franco-German reconciliation after a profound experience which enabled her to forgive. The
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 the Ripon Officer Cadet Training Unit, and was sent to Cambridge University for six months before returning to
ned the Bombay Sappers and Miners in Poona (now Pune), rising to the rank of captain.

nleck, Commander-in-Chief of the Indian Army, now invited him to be one of his ADCs. Channer's response to this
ssing a deep Christian faith, he had become interested in the ideas of Moral Re-Armament (MRA), the international
eran minister Frank Buchman. He turned to his practice of taking time in silence to seek God's inspiration, and, after
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 were noticed by Tom Blau, founder of Camera Press, who became something of a mentor. Channer's pictures of
 Diem, Buthelezi, Indira Gandhi, J.F. Kennedy and the young Saddam Hussein were published in newspapers
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by Rajmohan Gandhi, a grandson of Mahatma Gandhi. Twenty-five years later, he profiled Rajmohan Gandhi
h (1990), which was screened at international film festivals and broadcast across Asia.

outh-East Asia, Channer became drawn to the philosophy and meditative practice of Buddhism. He returned an
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rsion to help foster reconciliation in Cambodia at the time of the UN-sponsored elections in 1993.
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y. The Serene Life contains the only full-length interview given to a professional film crew by the Patriarch and Nobel
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n film, The Cross and the Bodhi Tree (2001), explored the encounters with Buddhism of a French Catholic priest
 was endorsed by the Vatican "as very powerful . . . very helpful in our dialogue".
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rthday last year, shortly after returning from northern Nigeria where he and his son were working on what would be
Pastor. Due to be premiered at the UN in New York on 28 November and launched in Parliament in London on 6
making work of Imam Mohammed Ashafa and Pastor James Wuye, once bitter enemies.

nner's bed in the hospice where he died was given to him by a Muslim from Palestine.
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